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fully by Prof. Clapham down to 1886, For Gilchrist Thomas and
his discovery, see R. W. Burnie's Memoir and Letters of Sidney Gil-
christ Thomas (1891). For iron and steel generally, see Sir Isaac
Lowthian Bell's essay on The Iron Trade and Allied Industries'
in T. H. Ward's Reign of Qimn Victoria (1887). For the period
1886-1900 Talbot Baincs's The Industrial North (1928), a reprint
of articles which originally appeared in The Times in the late
nineties, surveys the industries of iron and steel, shipbuilding
and engineering, armaments, Sheffield manufactures, West
Riding cloth, Lancashire cotton, coal-mining, and chemicals.
In the following decade a corresponding description of the Lan-
cashire, Yorkshire, and West Riding industries may be found in
Dr. A. ShadwcIPs Industrial Efficiency (1906); accompanied by
comparative studies of corresponding industries in Germany and
America. Practically contemporary is Sir Sydney J. Chapman's
important monograph, The Lancashire Cotton Industry (1904).
Railways and railway management (which altered relatively
little during the period) may be studied in Sir W, M. Acworth*s
The Railways of England (sth ecln. with supplementary chapters,
rgoo). The best general account of nautical developments clown
to nearly the end of the nineteenth century is in R. J. Cornewall
Jones's The British Merchant Service (1898); see also A. C. I lurdy's
Merchant Ship Types (1924). J. T. Gritchcll and Joseph Ray-
mond's History of the Frozen Meat Trade (1912) is the standard
work on its subject; but it does not cover chilled bed', for which
see G. E. Putnam's Supplying Britain^ Meat (1923) * For the early
history of the bicycle and also for that of the motor-car the most
reliable general authority is H. O, Duncan's encyclopaedic
book, The World on Wheels (1926).
(e) AGRICULTURE. The Reports of the Royal Commission on
'the Depressed Condition of the Agricultural Interest* are Cd.
2778 of 1881 and Cd. 3309 of 1882. There were also published a
vast mass of assistant commissioners' reports, evidence, and
appendices, which will all be found indexed for the yeans iBBi
and 1882- The (later) Royal Commission *on Agricultural
Depression* issued its first General Report in 1894 (Cd. 7400), its
second in 1896 (Cd* 7981), and its Final Reportin 1897 (Cd. 8540).
Twenty reports of assistant commissioners appeared in the year*
1894-6; the Evidenced Cd. 7400 of 1894 and Cds. 8021 and 8146
of 1896; and the Appendices are Gels. 8541 and 8300 of 1897, A
most valuable report by A. Wilson Fox on the Wages and Faming*